
Path Towards 
Sustainable Development: 

Opportunities or Challenges for 
Business?



Development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs (Brundtland Commission 1987)



Sustainable Development





KEY DRIVER I: 
EXPLOSION OF DEMAND 





Population

7

Hypothesis - Population growth cannot be sustained 

without modifications in lifestyle!!





Per Capita Food Consumption (kcal/person/day)
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World Land Availability with Potential Rain fed 
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KEY DRIVER II: CLIMATE CHANGE



Almost all activities need fuel and by products 



World Energy Demand Forecast

World Primary Energy Demand by Fuel 

(IEA World Energy Outlook)
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US:     4% of world’s total population

25% of the world’s greenhouse gases

China:25% of the world’s population

8.5% of the world’s greenhouse gases (since 1950)
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Melting ice sheets  Sea level rise
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Future climate change

Source: IPCC 2007PCC slide no. 008



International Agreements and 
Global Actions

Business 
Pressure!!

UNFCCC

WTO MEAs

NGOs



BUSINESS AND 
SUSTAINABILITY



Why companies think Sustainability is 
important?

INTERNAL DRIVERS:

• Cost savings add to the bottom line

• Product innovation/new market 
opportunities Catalyst for business 
performance

• Attracting/retaining people (e.g. 
“young high potentials”)

• Higher appreciation of stock value

• Dow Jones Sustainability Index

• CEO believers (Leading the 
movement)

• Increase Market Share 

EXTERNAL DRIVERS:

 Brand image 

 Influence financial 
sector/sustainability rating agencies 

 International sustainability agenda 
and regional regulations 

 International competition

 Regaining trust 

 Increasing influence of NGO’s and 
public at large

More than 52% of the Global Fortune 250 are publishing an annual Corporate 

Responsibility performance report*



WAITING FOR THE TIME TO COME: YOUR 

COMPANY COULD BE EXTETRNALLY DRIVEN OUT 

OF BUSINESS!!
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BUSINESS AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL: BUILDING BLOCKS FOR SUCCESS AT SCALE 2015
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Talk given to a 1977 World Future Society meeting in Boston


